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Curtis Denture Clinic
The Denture Specialists • Shannon Curtis DD

Call today for an appointment 807-274-6519
241A Second Street East, Fort Frances, ON

Call now to see what you’ve been missing and guaranteed for Christmas.
Custom-made by your denturist, right here.
ALL INSURANCES ARE ACCEPTED.

Now available 
at Curtis Denture Clinic

               Teeth
A premium tooth that incorporates 
a natural look combined with better 

chewing and a superior  t for a 
premium product. It offers younger, 
softer shapes and more natural wear.

Due to the Christmas and Boxing Day Holidays, we WILL NOT BE PUBLISHING any papers the week of December 23rd - 27th.
This will give our carriers a week off and allow our staff to enjoy a much deserved break.

Publishing will resume  Monday December 30 with the Daily Bulletin. The Fort Frances Times will be published on Tuesday, December 31st.
We will be CLOSED January 1 and back to our normal schedule on Thursday January 2.

You will fi nd obituaries on our website throughout this week. Obits will be published as we receive them and updated as necessary.
Death notices and obituaries can be emailed to obits@fortfrances.com

THURSDAY
JANUARY 2
Daily Bulletin

including fl yers

WEDNESDAY
JANUARY 1

CLOSED

TUESDAY
DECEMBER 31

Fort Frances Times
Deadline for advertising:
Noon Friday December 20

MONDAY
DECEMBER 30

Daily Bulletin
Deadline for advertising:
Noon Friday December 20

MONDAY DEC 23
THRU

FRIDAY DEC 27
CLOSED

FRIDAY
DECEMBER 20

Deadline for advertising in
the December 30 Bulletin
and December 31 Times is
Noon Friday December 20

Christmas Publishing Schedule

By Sam Odrowski
Staff writer
sodrowski@fortfrances.com

The decision whether or not 
to relocate the senior centre 
is still being considered by its 
board.

At yesterday’s board meet-
ing, the Fort Frances Senior 
Centre board established an 
ad hoc building committee that 
will begin meeting in January.

The committee will meet 
with various administration 
staff to collect information and 
discuss potential renovations at 
the Sister Kennedy Centre and 
vacant daycare building that is 
being considered as a new loca-
tion for the senior centre.

The committee will then re-
view all information collected 
by the senior centre board thus 
far and make a recommenda-
tion on their findings.

Move opposed
Meanwhile, a  group of vo-

cal seniors strongly oppose the 
move and would prefer to stay 
on Nelson Street, where the 
centre is currently located.

“It’s taking the senior centre 
from a perfect downtown loca-
tion where all the seniors can 
go and enjoy it,” said Margaret 
Bartel, one of the centre’s regu-

lars.
“It’s right downtown, it’s near 

the clinic, the hospital, and ev-
erything.”

Bartel said there’s also sever-
al seniors from Columbus Place 
who walk to the centre because 
its next door and they would 
no longer be able to access the 
centre by foot if it’s relocated.

Senior centre board chair-
person Coun. Wendy Brunetta 
said the daycare was declared 
surplus earlier this year and the 
town is currently assessing if it 
would be a good fit.

The need for a larger facility 
for seniors has been identified 
by those who use the centre 
and want more room for activi-
ties, apart from playing cards.

“We just felt whenever peo-
ple were trying to run two ac-
tivities, it was very disruptive,” 
Coun. Brunetta noted.

She said it has been diffi-
cult for staff and volunteers to 
accommodate different senior 
centre users at the current site.

Although, surveys conducted 
by the senior centre board have 
indicated that a large majority 
of seniors oppose relocating, ac-
cording to Brunetta.

A ballpark cost estimate has 
been conducted by the board 
through the town’s former chief 

building official which revealed 
it would cost $400,000 to ren-
ovate the current centre in an 
effort to create more space.

The daycare would also have 
to undergo some minor renova-
tions if it became the new se-
nior centre and a cost estimate 
is currently being completed.

Meanwhile, Bartel said mo-
bility concerns appear to be the 
greatest disadvantage to relo-
cating.

“They want to move us to is 
like six or seven blocks away 
and it’s too far for any of the 
seniors to walk,” she noted. 

“Anyone that would be going 

to the new place would have to 
get a ride and we don’t have a 
bus service in Fort Frances.

“Over at the place they want 
to send us to, it’s on a street that 
doesn’t even have sidewalks,” 
Bartel added. 

She said some of the ben-
efits of the current location are 
cathedral ceilings and an open 
concept layout that’s accom-
modating of wheelchairs and 
walkers.

While the daycare is about 
a third larger than the current 
centre, at 7,000 square feet, 
the low ceilings and layout isn’t 
ideal, according to Bartel.

Committee struck to review senior centre move

‘Co-op Display Day’ returns to Fort High
By Sam Odrowski
Staff writer
sodrowski@fortfrances.com

Fort High students filled 
up the cafeteria on Thursday 
morning to show their class-
mates and teachers the work 
they’ve been doing at their co-
op placements.

Each semester the school 
hosts a “Co-op Display Day” 
and around 50 students show-
cased their experiences from 
this semester.

“The benefit of taking a co-
op is you can confirm a career 
choice,” said FFHS teacher Sar-
ah Arpin, who spearheads the 
co-op program.

“If a student knows that they 
want to or are thinking that 
they want to be a teacher and 
they get into a classroom, it 
might be something they realize 
is really rewarding and exactly 

what they want to do.”
The co-op program also helps 

student determine if the area of 
study their placement is related 
to isn’t something they want to 
pursue after they graduate high 
school.

“In both cases it can be really 
beneficial because then they 
can go down a different path 
and figure out what other skills 
they have and what they want 
to pursue,” Arpin explained.

Grade 12 student, Braedon 
Bodnarchuk is doing his place-
ment with the Hockey Acad-
emy at the Memorial Sports 
Centre, where he helps teach a 
grade 7/8 class from the high 
school.

“I’ve always wanted to be a 
teacher so being with the kids 
and teaching my knowledge 
and passing it down to younger 
students has been awesome,” 
he said.

Bodnarchuk told the Times 
it’s fun to get out on the ice 
with the younger students and 
as a Muskie player, teaching 
hockey is a great way to utilize 
his talent on the ice.

“We do a bunch of differ-
ent hockey drills, building basic 
kind of hockey skills that will 
help them out in the long run,” 
he said. 

Jeff Ogden teaches the Grade 
7/8 class and Bodnarchuk said 
he’s taught him a great deal on 
how to run drills in a way that 
the students can easily under-
stand.

Bodnarchuk also noted that 
after graduation he hopes to 
pursue a career in education.

“It’s always been my goal 
and I’ve always been really 
passionate about teaching and 
spreading my knowledge and 
anything I know to help people 
become better,” he remarked.

Fellow Fort High student, 
Jacy Gagne, has been doing her 
placement at the Fort Frances 
Dental Centre where she shad-
ows the dental staff.

Her favourite part about the 
placement is her interaction 
with patients and getting to 
watch dental procedures. 

Through Gagne’s work with 
the dental centre this semester, 
she learned a lot about the im-
portance of maintaining good 
oral health as it can effect the 
rest of the body as whole.

Going forward she said she 
hopes to study dental hygiene 
and assisting in British Colom-
bia, where her relatives live.

Gagne said she recommends 
the co-op program to any stu-
dent who’s trying to figure out 
their plans after high school.

“If you’re unsure of what you 
want to do, and you like what 
you’re doing in the co-op, then 

you get confirmation that it’s 
what you want to pursue,” she 
noted.

Meanwhile, Grade 12 student 
Kylee Keith did her placement 
at the Rainy River Veterinarian 
Hospital in International Falls, 
with a focus on dental care.

She learned about how gum 
diseases and gingivitis effects 
dogs, especially when they’re 
teeth aren’t properly cared for 
by their owners.

“I learned how to brush a 
dog’s teeth and I learned that 
you have to brush their teeth 
daily,” Keith said.

She told the Times she also 
learned to never use human 
tooth paste when brushing a 
dog’s teeth as it can be toxic.

Arpin said through the co-op 
program there has been many 
success stories for students.

“We have a lot of students 
that actually end up getting a 

part-time job out of their co-op 
experiences and some people 
have gotten apprenticeships as 
well,” she noted.

Other students who did their 
placements and went off to post 
secondary school have secured 
jobs where they did their place-
ment after completing their 
studies, according to Aprin.

She said it’s important to 
note that Fort High has place-
ments of all kinds, including the 
trades, education, and health-
care.

“There’s such a wide range 
of placements, and our goal is 
to try to find something that’s as 
close to what the students have 
in mind to see if they can gain 
that hands on experience,” she 
explained.

The students who are cur-
rently doing their placements 
will finish up in late January, 
before the start of exams. 

Grade 12 student Jacy Gagne showed off what she learned during her co-op placement at 
the Fort Frances Dental Centre during the high school’s “Co-op Display Day” that was held 
in the cafeteria on Thursday. She spoke to students and staff about her experience observ-
ing procedures and learning about dental hygiene.                                   –Sam Odrowski photo

Grade 12 student Amber Audette, who has a co-op placement in a communications class at 
the school, focused her display on the process of silk screening, where a photo is printed by 
hand onto a screen using paint. Audette also really enjoyed learning about Photoshop dur-
ing her placement.                                                                                 –Sam Odrowski photo
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